
B.EP.301 Aufbaumodul 2: Chaucer
Term: Summer 13/14
Time: Wed 10–12
Room: MZG 1940
Credits: 3/6
Prerequisites: Aufbaumodul 1

Instructor: Dr P.S. Langeslag
Office: SEP 2.306
Phone: 0551/3919706
Office hours: Wed 2–3
E-mail: planges@gwdg.de

Course Description
Chaucer’s literary output is rightfully regarded as a high point of Middle English literature. Like most works of art, however,
his writings can be fully appreciated onlywhen viewed in thewider cultural context fromwhich they emerged. In this course,
we will study a balanced selection of Chaucer’s works as a microcosm of the literary and cultural landscape of the fourteenth
century. Reading selections from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, dream visions, Boethius translation, and Troilus and Criseyde,
we will also investigate the international character of late medieval learned culture, thereby gaining an appreciation of the
cultural context of Chaucer’s writings.

In-class activity will consist of discussion and short lectures. At home, students are expected to read at average 750 lines
of verse and (part of) one scholarly article per week, as well as write regular short response assignments.

Please note: this course requires extensive weekly reading in Middle English!

Aims
Students will improve their knowledge of and skills in

• Middle English reading comprehension;
• literary analysis; and
• medieval culture.

Assessment
Asessment will be in the form of a written exam (90 minutes) consisting of close readings and open questions on both nar-
rative content and cultural context. You will also be required to write regular short assignments. These and your in-class
performance will go unmarked, but both will inform rounding practice as well as my flexibility with regards to any special
requests.

Required Texts and Resources
Texts for this course will be made available on StudIP. If you like, however, you could pick up a copy of the primary texts:

Benson, Larry D., ed. The Riverside Chaucer. 3rd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987.

Handouts, lecture slides, and lists of key concepts will be made available at studium.langeslag.org/chaucer13, so bookmark
this site right away. You will also be expected to follow @LeVostreGC and @ChaucerGoe on Twitter throughout the term.
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Schedule
wk date topic reading
1 23 Apr Chaucer
2 30 Apr NO CLASS! Rossignol, “Geoffrey Chaucer”; and READ AHEAD ↓
3 7 May The Canterbury Tales General Prologue (858 lines);

pp. 179–86 of Ferster, “Genre”
4 14 May The Fabliau TheMiller’s Prologue and Tale (746 lines);

pp. 255–8 of Nelson and Thomson, “The Fabliau”
5 21 May Universities The Reeve’s Prologue and Tale (470 lines);

Hanna, “Literacy, Schooling, Universities”
6 28 May Fortune Boece Book V, prosae&metra 1–2 (184 lines);

TheMonk’s Prologue and Tale (776 lines);
Utz, “Philosophy”

7 4 June READINGWEEK NO CLASS; READ AHEAD ↓
8 11 June Dreams & Visions The Nun’s Priest’s Prologue, Tale, and Epilogue (696 lines);

Kruger, “Dreaming”;
pp. 69–79 of Gastle, “The Beast Fable”

9 18 June Debates & Rhetoric The Parliament of Fowls (699 lines);
pp. 118–22 of Lambdin and Lambdin, “Debate Poetry”

10 25 June Troy Troilus and Criseyde;
pp. ix–xvi of Federico, “Troy and the Later Middle Ages”

11 2 July Romance Troilus and Criseyde;
Chism, “Romance”

12 9 July Troilus and Criseyde
13 16 July Troilus and Criseyde
14 23 July Wrap-up/film Retraction
15 30 July EXAM: KWZ 0.606 @ 10:15–11:45
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