Introduction to Medieval English Literature and Culture

Monastic Sign Language

Excerpts from Notes 2

1. Dis sindon pa tacna pe mon on mynstre healdan sceal, par mon fter regoles

bebode swigan haldan wile, and geornelice mid godes fultume begyman sceal.

2. Gyfpeé meolce lyste, ponne strocca pu pinne wynstran finger mid pinre swypra

handa pam gelice swylce pu melce.

3. Gyf pu buteran habban wylle 08%e smeoru, ponne stric pa mid prim fingrum

on pine innewearde hand.

4. Donne pu [sealt] habban wylle, ponne gepéoddum pinum prim fingrum hryse

pine hand, swylce pa hwet seltan wylle.
5. Huniges tacen is pzt pu sette pinne finger on pine tungan.
6. Donne pu drincan wylle, ponne lege pa pinne scetefinger andlang pines mades.
7. Beores tacen is pxt pu gnide pine hand on pa opre.
8. Gyf pe wateres genéodige, ponne do pa swylce pa pine handa pwean wille.

9. Donne pu sapan [h]abban wille, ponne gnid pu pine handa togadere.
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Glossary

bebod (In) order, command lystan (wk impers) please, want  swige (wk f) silence

zﬁtere ((Wk ])C )hbiltter . mynster (/7) monastery; swipra (adj) right, right-hand
tum (Im) help, ai convent 1 dv/conj) as though

begyman (wk) heed, observe regol (/m) rule :;?;;C(](Z) z;ifgor:l,])siagsnal o

gelice (adv) like sape (wk f) soap gepéodan (wk) join together

gnidan (i) rub scytefinger (Im) index finger ponne (adv/conj) then; when

hrisian (wk) shake smeoru (In) lard pwean (vi) wash

inneweard (adj) inner strican (1) stroke winstre (adj) left, left-hand

stroccian (wk) stroke



